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Dear Friends:

Recently | read a fascinating book entitled The Sisters of Sinai by Janet
Soskice. It is about two identical twins, Agnes (Smith) Lewis and
Margaret (Smith) Gibson who in 1892 discover one of the earliest known
copies of the Gospels.

The sisters were born in Scotland in 1843 to wealthy parents. Shortly
after their birth, their mother died. Their father, who “approved of
education, independence of mind and foreign travel,” realized, even when
they were quite young, that his twin daughters both had a gift for
languages. Consequently he made a pack with them that when they
learned a foreign language he would take them on a visit to that country.
While they were still quite young, they had mastered French, German,
Spanish, and Italian.  In time they learned other languages including
Modern Greek and Syriac which became invaluable to them in their work.
Being raised in the Church of Scotland, both sisters developed a great love
for and devotion to the Bible.

When they were 23 years old, their father died. With no relatives to direct
or control them, they were totally dependent on each other and the
considerable wealth their father had left them. Shortly after their father’s
death they made their first of numerous trips to Egypt.

Their love of the Bible inspired them to visit Mt. Sinai and the
surrounding area where God had given Moses the 10 Commandments and
Israel had wondered for 40 years. They had also heard about the monastic
library of St. Catherine’s (at the foot of Mt. Sinai) which was becoming
famous for its manuscript collection. (See Brenda Ziglar’s article about
her recent visit to this monastery). It was in a chest, in a dark closet, in a
little room, that the sisters discovered a Syriac manuscript which proved
to be one of the earliest copies of the 4 Gospels.

If you would like to learn about the discovery of some of the earliest New
Testament manuscripts, or be inspired by 2 sisters who would not allow
the social expectations of their time to deter them from following what
they felt they were being called by God to do, | recommend this book. It
can be found in our Library. Iam
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Church is People

Words of Appreciation to ...
Betty Rippel for repairing the green Dalmatic (the
green vestment worn by the Deacon at the Eucharist);

David Cutler, Drew Betten and Robert Simpson
for their efforts in clearing the sidewalks and walks
after the two snow storms in February;

Jay Ripson for plowing the driveway after the two
recent snow storms;

Tony Wetzel and Robert Ripson for replacing all
the light bulbs in the nave and transepts of the
Church with new energy efficient ones;

David Cutler, Drew Betten, Greg Kelleher, Tim
O’Donovan, John Radford, and Chris and Taylor
Whitcomb for preparing the Shrove Tuesday
pancake supper;

Jeanne Griffin-Greene, Liz Hopkins, Mary Ann
Jones, and Barbara Zimmer for offering to serve
on the Steering Committee for Noah’s Ark. (For
more information on the reorganization of Noah’s
Ark see Mary Ann Jones’ article in this edition of
The Chimes.)

Our condolences to ...
the family and friends of Catherine Greene on the
occasion of her death on January 30. Kay is the
widow of Fr. Charles Greene (the 6™ Rector of St.
Mary’s) and the mother of Richard Greene;

the family and friends of Suzanne Pollvogt on the
occasion of her death on January 12.

Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord: and let light
perpetual shine upon them. May their souls, and the
souls of all the departed, through the mercy of God,
rest in peace.

Just as a Reminder ...
the Sanctuary Candle is available to be given in
memory of or in thanksgiving for people and/or
events. Contact Susan Huck or the parish office if
you want to check on available dates;

the first Sunday of each month is Name Tag Sunday
at the Coffee Hour following the 10:00 Eucharist.
This is a great opportunity for everyone (whether you
have been at St. Mary’s for many years or just a few
weeks) to get to know each other. Our next Name
Tag Sunday will be March 7.

o

Holy Week and Easter Schedule

The service schedule for Holy Week and Easter this
year will be as follows:

Palm Sunday — March 28
7:45 a.m. — Holy Eucharist
10:00 a.m. — Solemn Eucharist and
Procession
The Blessing and Distribution of Palms will be a part
of each Liturgy. At the 10:00 a.m. Eucharist the
Blessing of Palms will occur in the Fr. Greene Room.

Monday in Holy Week — March 29
12:15 p.m. — Holy Eucharist
5:45 p.m. — Evening Prayer
6:00 p.m. — Supper and Lenten program

Tuesday in Holy Week — March 30
12:15 p.m. — Holy Eucharist

Wednesday in Holy Week — March 31
12:15 p.m. — Holy Eucharist
7:30 p.m. - Tenebrae

Maundy Thursday — April 1

6:00 p.m. — Maundy Thursday Liturgy
7:30 p.m. — Agape Dinner

8:30 p.m. — 12 Midnight — Watch

Good Friday — April 2
12:00 p.m. — Ecumenical Service at Wayne
United Methodist Church

3:00 p.m. — St. Mary’s Benefit Concert

6:00 p.m. — Good Friday Liturgy

7:30 p.m. — Stations and Compline
(Please note that there will be no 3-hour service
from 12 Noon — 3:00 p.m. as in previous years.)

Holy Saturday — April 3
4:00 p.m. — Children’s Program and
Easter Egg Hunt
8:00 p.m. — Great Vigil and First
Eucharist of Easter
(A festive reception will follow the Liturgy
in the Fr. Greene Room.)

Easter Day — April 4
7:45 a.m. — Holy Eucharist
10:00 a.m. — Solemn Eucharist and
Procession

Nursery care will be available.
There will be no Church School classes.
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Lenten Events at St. Mary’s

Two Programs for Six Mondays in Lent
and Stations of the Cross
Continuing on March Mondays
This year’s Lenten program continues for the five
Monday evenings in March as follows:

5:45 p.m. — Evening Prayer

6:00 p.m. — Soup and Salad Supper
6:30 p.m. — Program

7:30 p.m. — Stations of the Cross

A simple soup and salad supper will be provided for
all who attend at a cost of $5 per person. Please join
us for this series as a special Lenten discipline. You
have two program choices. You are invited to join
Fr. Pearson to view and discuss a series of short films
created and produced by Flannel, a nonprofit
organization committed to giving everyone a fresh
and compelling look at the teachings of Jesus.

Or, join Mother Jane and a group of both novice and
experienced knitters who will be “fasting from
busyness” for at least an hour on Monday evenings.
Gathering to knit is a great way to slow down and
make friends. If you’re new to knitting, we’ll teach
you how. And if you’re experienced, you can share
your wisdom. If the majority of this group needs to
change the time, they may do so, so check in with
Mother Jane if you can’t come the first evening.

All-Parish Breakfast by the Merrie Men
Sunday, March 7 at 8:30 a.m.

Please join us at the March All-Parish Breakfast
hosted by the Merrie Men on Sunday, March 7. This
month’s breakfast will honor our faithful Acolytes,
and our chef will be Greg Kelleher, who served up
breakfast tacos last year. Breakfasts are from 8:30 to
9:45 and are $3.50/person or $10/family.

Lenten Family Opportunity: Playing with Liturgy
Sunday, March 7, 5 p.m., dinner provided
We’ve been talking a lot about starting a family
service at St. Mary’s. But how should we do it? What
will work best for you and your children? Please join

us on Sunday, March 7, to spend some time “playing”
with liturgy. After enjoying a family-friendly dinner,

we’ll try some different worship configurations,

explore possible liturgies, and sing various styles of

music. If you’ve been to family services at other

churches, please come prepared to share what you

liked and didn’t like about them.

Children and parents may participate in the entire
program. However, the nursery will also be open, and
child care will be available for any children who are
not enjoying the activities. Because dinner is being
provided, we need an accurate count. Please sign up
in the Father Greene room by Sunday, February 28.
If you want to R.S.V.P. from home, have any
questions about the program, or want to offer input
and can’t be there, please contact Mother Jane at
Jane_Cornman@Hotmail.com or 610-547-3032.

St. Mary’s Book Discussion Group

Wednesday, March 10, 12:45 p.m.
St. Mary’s Book Group will meet on Wednesday,
March 10 at 12:45 p.m. Due to the cancellation of
our February meeting (snow, snow, snow), we will
discuss our February selection, Buckingham Palace
Gardens, and for our avid readers the selection for
March is Persian Girls, by Nahid Rachlin. This is a
memoir, and | am sure you will find it interesting.
Nahid is a young girl growing up in a male-
dominated society and resisting it. This true story
gives the reader first-hand background into the
political and cultural history of this Islamic nation.

Lenten Quiet Day
Saturday, March 13
The Women of St. Mary’s are hosting a Lenten Quiet
Day on Saturday, March 13 from 9:00 am. — 12
Noon. Sister B.J. Brown from St. Paul’s Church in
Centreville, MD will lead us in a morning of quiet
reflection. Join us for a continental breakfast at 8:30
a.m. Please sign up on the Parish Bulletin Board.

Altar Guild Meeting
Sunday, March 14, 11:30 a.m.
ALTAR GUILD MEMBERS: Please mark your
calendars for our next meeting on March 14th, in the
library, following the 10:00 service. Schedules for
Holy Week will be distributed and dis-cussed. We
promise to keep the meeting(s) short.

Church School Work Days
Sundays March 14 and 21, Noon — 2:00 p.m.
Calling all Church School parents and families! Now
that the Church School hallways are freshly painted,
it’s time to clean up and redecorate the halls and
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classrooms. Two workdays are planned for Sundays
March 14 and March 21, Noon - 2 p.m. On March 14
we will focus on cleaning out the classrooms —
shelves, bulletin boards, windowsills, etc. On March
21 we will focus on redecorating. Please sign up on
the Church School Bulletin Board and plan to
come one or both days. If you have ideas for
arranging furniture, decorating the bul-letin boards,
displaying the Saints Banners, etc. please contact
Mother Jane or Jill Cutler (jdcutler429@verizon.net).

Parish Lenten Luncheon

“Walking the Mourner’s Path”

Thursday, March 18 at 12 Noon
Mr. John Schofield, who helps to lead the well-
known Walking the Mourner’s Path course at St.
David’s Church, Radnor, will talk to us about the
grieving process. As a normal part of life, grief is
something we all have to deal with at some point.
Come for a delicious lunch at 12 Noon, followed by a
meaningful presentation. All parishioners and guests
are welcome — sign up on the Parish Bulletin Board.

Spring and Summer Events —
Mark Your Calendars Now!

Confirmation is Coming - Save the Date!

Sunday, April 18, 10:00 a.m.
Many of you know how hard the confirmation class
has been working this year. Confirmation will be on
Sunday, April 18 at the 10:00 service. Please mark
the date on your calendar, and make it a point to be
there. Our kids need to know of the community’s
support for them, and you will find yourselves
blessed by them, as well.

Important Parish Dates to Save
Please mark the following dates on your calendar and
make plans now to attend these upcoming parish
events.

Sunday, April 18 - Bishop Michel’s visitation
Thursday, April 22 — Spring Parish Dinner
Sunday, May 2 — Annual Parish Meeting
Saturday, May 22 — Progressive Supper
Monday, June 7 — Deanery Night at the Phillies

We are also exploring opportunities for a bowling
night for adults, a family outing to the Camden River
Sharks, and a canoe trip.

During the summer our Wednesday evening picnics
are scheduled for June 30, July 14, July 28, August
11, and August 25.

Annual Parish Meeting
Sunday May 2

Planning for the Annual Parish meeting is under way;
a tell-tale sign that Spring is around the cor-
ner! Please mark your calendars for Sunday, May
2. This year’s format will be slightly different from
the past, so take note of the proposed changes. The
meeting will begin promptly at 11:00 a.m. and con-
clude at 12:30 p.m. As a result of this change, we
will modify the start time of our Rite Il service to
9:30 a.m., which will also mean a modified start for
church school. We are also considering consoli-
dating the 7:45 a.m. Rite | service, therefore having
only one service. The planning committee is working
to make this an informative, fun meeting. We’ll
provide details in coming weeks. If you have
questions or would like to volunteer to help, please
contact any of the follow-ing committee
members: Lucienne Davis, Michael Dernoga, Kerry
Gibson, Richard Greene, or Chris Steinhardt.

Merion Deanery Outing to the Phillies
Monday, June 7 at 7:00 p.m.
Tickets are now available @ $16 each, a $4 discount
from the price to the general public. Our seats are in
the upper level right-field side, Pavilion Deck,
Sections 301-305. It is Hatfield Phillies Franks
Dollar Dog Night, so participants may want to arrive
early and have a reasonably priced hot dog for
dinner. The plan is for the Junior Choirs of all
12 churches in the Deanery to sing the
National Anthem. The easiest way to buy tickets is
through  the  Phillies web site; go to
www.phillies.com/meriondeanery to use the spe-cial
deanery link. Click on “Buy Tickets” and then enter
the password “Dean.” There is a small handling
charge of $4 per order. All orders must be placed by
May 7. If we have sufficient interest we’ll try to
arrange for a bus with tickets costing about $25 per
seat. Let Harry Spiess know if you would like to
charter a bus. His email is hspiess@davisbennett.com

Summer Mission Opportunity for Youth -
Diocesan City Camp
Saturday, June 26 — Saturday, July 3

Mother Jane and the youth are making plans to parti-
cipate in the diocese’s City Camp this summer. This
affordable, life-changing and  Gospel-centered
program invites teens to be the hands and feet of
Jesus, as they serve others here in the Diocese of
Pennsylvania. The program offers youth the
opportunity to connect with other youth from the
diocese and beyond, as they share in worship,
community life and mission.
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Teens are invited to join the community of St. Mark’s
Parish in Center City Philadelphia in their efforts to
promote and build a lasting community of mission
and ministry at St. James the Less in Philadelphia.
Youth will have the opportunity to work with chil-
dren through facilitating a Day Camp, take part in a
home restoration project, and work on neighborhood
improvement projects.

If you and/or your youth are interested in learning
more, please contact Mother Jane for details. And
watch for more information as City Camp gets closer!

Save the Dates - Vacation Bible Camp
August 2 - 6
It’s that time of year when parents begin making
summer camp plans for their kids. Don’t forget to
block out time for Vacation Bible Camp, here at St.
Mary’s! There is programming for pre-school and
elementary school, and the middle and high school
kids are invited to participate as counselors.

S
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Benefit Concert for Haiti
On Good Friday, April 2, at 3 p.m., St Mary’s Choir
and soloists, accompanied by full orchestra will
present Mozart’s Requiem. All proceeds from this
concert will go to the Episcopal Relief Fund to help
Haitian earthquake victims.

On Good Friday our choir would normally present a
musical offering that focuses on the Passion of our
Lord. This year we are endeavoring to remember our
Lord’s suffering and death, as we witness the
suffering and death of our neighbors in Haiti. St.
Teresa of Avila said “Jesus has no hands to serve but
our hands,” and in this spirit we are pre-paring a very
ambitious musical offering.

Mozart’s Requiem is one of the most celebrated
sacred musical compositions. The music is powerful,
poignant, and beautiful, but there is a lot of mystery
and controversy surrounding the completion of this
musical score, since Mozart died while composing it.
The completion of this music has been the subject of
many international conferences, documentaries, and
books. It came forcefully to the attention of the
general public through the very popular Broadway
play and movie “Amadeus.”

We have chosen Mozart’s Requiem because of its
high publicity value, as well as for its poignancy for
the events in Haiti, both for those who have died and
those who continue to suffer. We are hoping to draw

the attention of as large an attendance as possible to
support this effort for Haiti. To perform this
composition from the choir loft, with organ accom-
paniment, would be nice and inexpensive, but this
would not generate the interest that a full-orchestra
performance will have for the general public. Now
consider the following:

1. We need to fund the orchestra; professional
players who make their entire living by playing in the
orchestras of the area (PA Ballet, Philadelphia
Chamber Orchestra, etc.) and who also play in
orchestras contracted for special church concerts.
The cost is substantial, but an orchestra will be a
major draw for public audience support. If you would
like to send a donation for the orchestra expenses,
you may do so by check or cash donations through
the church office, marking it “Orchestra expenses.”

2. Please plan to attend the performance on Good
Friday at 3 p.m. Bring friends to fill the church and
bring a generous offering; all of the proceeds will go
to the Episcopal Relief Fund for Haiti.

3. Would you like to join the choir for this
performance? You may not be able to sing regularly
with the choir, but if you would like to join us for
Wednesday choir rehearsals (rehearsing the Requiem
from 7:45 — 9 p.m., now through Holy Week), we’d
be happy to welcome you. You would have a
wonderful musical opportunity, and much satis-
faction....a “warm glow” is guaranteed.

Haiti’s needs are great; with this concert, we are
extending helping hands in the name of our Lord.
Please plan to participate in every way that you can.

- Gordon Turk
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Parish News and Needs

Stewardship Update
We continue to receive financial pledges for 2010.
As of Wednesday, February 17 we have received 139
pledges totaling $319,763. We are still waiting to
hear from about 13 pledging units who made a pledge



in 2009 but have yet to do so in 2010. If you are
planning to make a financial pledge to St. Mary’s for
2010, please be sure to do it as soon as possible. The
Clergy and Vestry are very grateful for the generosity
of the members and friends of St. Mary’s.

At its January 2010 meeting, the Vestry adopted an
operating budget with a deficit of $54,000. While
we began 2009 with a projected deficit of $35,000,
we ended the year with funds totaling $6,100 for
reinvestment.

News from Noah’s Ark
The Steering Committee of St. Mary’s Altar Guild is
happy to report that our thrift shop, Noah’s Ark, is
ready with new operating procedures and new direc-
tors. Members of the Steering Committee include
Barbara Zimmer, Jeanne Griffin-Greene, Liz Hop-
kins, and Mary Ann Jones.

The shop will continue operating on Wednesdays,
Fridays, and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. under
the direction of Jeanne Wetzel/Liz Hopkins, Susan
Huck, and Faith Bascome, respectively. It is current-
ly closed for clean-up and will re-open Saturday,
March 13 and close for the summer months after
Saturday, June 5.  The shop will re-open on Wed-
nesday, September 15. A schedule for volun-
teers will be printed soon.

If anyone is interested in working either at the
desk collecting money and bagging items, pricing
goods, or hanging up the clothes, please call one of
the above-mentioned Altar Guild members. We
also continue to need donations of items in good
condition, and paper and plastic shopping bags,
which can be dropped off in the Parish House.

As we know, Noah’s Ark is a wonderful source
of affordable clothing, small pieces of furniture, toys,
books, and household goods to the local com-
munity. In turn, these sales provide funds for our
various charitable organizations, and have helped St.
Mary’s offset budget deficits. Last year, for example,
the Altar Guild was able to give $24,000 to St.
Mary’s to help with operating expenses.

We again thank Tammy and Fred Lohmann for
their past dedication and hard work. They, along
with volunteers from our parish, have made this
mission outreach a huge success.

We expect 2010 to be an even greater source of
revenue, while providing our neighbors with quality
goods and a great place to recycle.

Come and visit our newly revised thrift shop.
- Mary Ann Jones

Request for Easter Flower Memorials

If you would like to have a loved one memorialized
through Easter flower donations, please write the
names of people you would like remembered on the
cards marked Flower Memorials in the church pews.
Then place the card in the envelope along with your
donation in the offering plate or mail to the church
office on or before Palm Sunday, March 28. If you
have any questions about this or would like to receive
a card via mail, please contact either Susan Huck
at 610-722-9475, or Parish Secretary Virginia Gard-
iner at 610-688-1313.

Vestry Nominations

Are Now Being Accepted
First Call: The time for our Annual Meeting is fast
approaching, and an important task at that time will
be to elect five new vestry members. If you have
someone that you wish to nominate, or if you wish to
stand for election yourself, contact any of the
members of the Nominating Committee. Committee
members are: Drew Betten, Bob Boyer, Lauren Mor-
abito, Dave Phillips, and John Radford. Candidates
will be asked to fill out an application and submit a
brief biography and photo. In order to properly
publicize the candidates who are standing for election,
all nominations should be completed by Sunday,
April 4. The Annual Meeting is scheduled for Sun-
day, May 2.

Becoming a Member of St. Mary’s
If you are not already a member of St. Mary’s, now is
a good time to become one. There are several ways
by which this can be done.

Baptism: Baptism is full initiation by water and the
Holy Spirit into Christ’s Body the Church. Baptism
is open to everyone, no matter what their age. In the
case of adults, a period of preparation is required.
Everyone who is baptized at St. Mary’s is a member
of the parish.

Recording your Baptism at St. Mary’s: If you have
already been baptized in the Name of the Trinity in
another Church, you can request that your baptism be
recorded at St. Mary’s. Once your baptism is re-
corded, you are a member of St. Mary’s.

Confirmation: In the course of their Christian
development, those baptized at an early age are
expected, when they are ready and have been duly
prepared, to make a mature public affirmation of
their faith and commitment to the responsibilities of
their Baptism, and to receive the laying on hands of
by the Bishop. In addition to being baptized, our



current By-Laws require that all parishioners seeking
election to the Vestry be confirmed. (BCP, page 412)

Reception: If you have been confirmed by a Bishop
in  Apostolic  Succession (Roman Catholic or
Orthodox), you may be recognized as a member of
the one holy catholic and apostolic Church and be
received into the fellowship of the Episcopal Church
and the Anglican Communion.

Transfer of Membership: If you are a member of
another Episcopal parish or a Church in communion
with the Episcopal Church, you may ask for your
membership to be transferred to St. Mary’s.

If any adults would like to be baptized, confirmed, or
received into the Episcopal Church and become a
member of St. Mary’s, an excellent time to do so
would be when Bishop Michel (our current Assisting
Bishop) makes his visitation to the parish on Sunday,
April 18 at the 10:00 a.m. Eucharist. If you would
like further information about joining St. Mary’s,
please talk with Fr. Pearson or Mother Cornman.

Outreach Updates

Outreach Calendar
St. Mary’s, Chester Food Pantry Requests:
March: Peanut Butter and Jelly Month
April: Canned Vegetables and Canned Fruit
May: Grains, Pasta, Cereal and Baby Formula (Baby
Manna collection on Mother’s Day, May 9)

Wintershelter: (See Toni Hoffacker for more info.)
Friday, March 5 Friday, April 2

Fun Stuff for Bluford School

Bluford School has recently started a “school store,”
a cart that is wheeled to each classroom once a
week. The children can earn “Bluford bucks” by
good work and behavior and can spend when the
store comes around. We are requesting new or like-
new fun items for the store; they can, but don’t need
to be, education-related. Students have the choice of
saving their money for a week or so to spend on more
expensive items. Items I'd love to see include
African-American doll-house dolls, balls, chess sets,
games that don’t need batteries, new books to own
and read, color books, and art supplies, but
nothing edible, please. Place in the Bluford basket
in the parish hall, or deliver to me. In addition,
teachers are currently in need of glue sticks and
erasers. However, Ms. Pitt, Bluford guidance
counselor, says she now has a sufficiency of used
clothing and uniforms for this year. Thanks again
for all your help!

- Kay Myers
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Children’s Easter Activities

We'll enjoy our annual Easter Egg Hunt and
Flowering of the Cross at the Children's
Easter Service on Saturday, April 3 at 4:00
p.m. Join us for a wonderful celebration of
Eastertide geared especially toward children
(all ages). Bring your Easter basket and fresh
flowers for the cross. We need lots of
Easter Eggs (plastic eggs stuffed with
candy) for the Hunt - more than last year!
We always gets lots of enthusiastic hunters.
You can help by dropping Eggs off at the
Church kitchen by noon on Saturday, April 3,
or contact Melissa Acton at 610-983-9301 or
actonm@comcast.net.

A Solemn Eucharist and Procession will take
place at 10:00 am on Easter Day, April 4.
There will be no Church School classes, but
the Nursery will be open.

Vacation Bible Camp - August 2-6
After all our snow, summer may seem far
away, but mark your calendars now for VBC,
and watch for sign-up in spring.

(The full Church Mouse will return in April.)

Around the Community

Help for Parents Workshops
Tuesday Evenings Monthly
Berwyn United Methodist Church
Social Worker Michael Blanche is offering a series of
parenting programs at Berwyn United Methodist
Church. Upcoming sessions are:

e Technology and the Internet, March 23
e Dealing with transition, April 27

Sessions are from 7-8:30 p.m. in Schieck Hall and are
free and open to the public. For more information,
visit www.berwynumc.org or call 610-644-7843.
Pre-registration is appreciated but not required.
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(This month we close with a letter of thanks from a grateful Bluford teacher to the Parish of St. Mary’s)

Dear Parishioners of St. Mary'’s,

Your generosity has touched my life, as well as
the lives of the students | teach, in a tremendous
way. This is my first year teaching at Bluford
Elementary School. It is also my first permanent
teaching assignment with the School District of
Philadelphia. Upon receipt of the assignment, |
was overjoyed to discover that | would be
teaching second grade. | was very anxious to see
“my classroom”, now “our classroom”. In
September, we had no classroom library until you
came and supplied the books. We had one game
and now we have many; no puzzles, but now some;
no recess equipment and puppets, until your
generosity. In addition, if a student was ever
lacking in school supplies, they were provided,
and still are being provided, on a daily basis.
Furthermore, Ms. Wetzel is now in our classroom
assisting during the literacy and math blocks. We
love having her with us!

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church
Louella Avenue
Wayne, PA 19087

April Chimes Deadline
Our next Chimes deadline is Wednesday,
March 24. PLEASE be sure to submit all
items by that date.

A Newsletter of
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church

As you are aware, teaching and learning is
challenging at times. However, these challenges
can be conquered. You play a huge part in
overcoming these challenges by providing the
means by which basic needs are met.

Words cannot express my gratitude for your
generosity. When | think about all you do, I just
get so filled up! 1 thank God for blessing me and
“Room 216" with you!!

... St. Mary’s Church. . . Know that hearts are
touched by your Outreach.

Sincerely,

Alethea Chisholm
Second Grade Teacher

Radnor High School’s Production of
Beauty and the Beast

“Be our guest” at the Radnor High School
performance of Disney’s Beauty and the
Beast on March 4, 5, and 6 at 7:30 p.m., plus a 2:00
matinee on Saturday. Enjoy a reduced price for
elementary and preschool children ($10
savings!),glowing lanterns, and magic roses at the
Saturday Family Matinee at 2:00 p.m.. Or, introduce
young children to theater with a “Beauty and The
Beast Character Breakfast” Saturday February 27 at
8:30 am in the Radnor Middle School cafeteria, 150
Louella Avenue, Wayne.

Tickets and information online at:

www.brownpapertickets.com/event/98415
Mail Order and e-Tickets will be available at RHS “Will
Call” 30 minutes prior to show.

For further information or assistance with
tickets, please call Marylu Hill at 610-291-7820
or email at marylu.hill@villanova.edu.

One of St. Mary's parishioners, 1an Monaco, will
be playing "Gaston" on Thursday and Saturday
nights.



http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/98415
mailto:marylu.hill@villanova.edu

Reflections on a Trip to the Holy Land
By Parishioner Brenda Ziglar

Larry and | had not included camel riding or ta
nor was a tour of the Middle East included. But, we did all of the above when we
responded, OYes!d6 to an invitation from Dr. Low
Social Science at Villanova, to join a group of students and adults on a two -week tour of
Jordan and Egypt beginning December 26.
The call to prayer woke us at 5 a.m. in every place we stayed except St. Catherine Monastery
and was heard throughout the day and into the evening, reminding us that our own Book of
Common Prayer is filled with beautifully appointed prayers throughout the day and liturgical
seasons. Il n ORabbath Ammoimthed10" @epttryuBCevie rebejvedK i n g
our first culture shock. Understanding that we were traveling in contemporary settings of the
ancient world, we were still unprepared for the contrasts. Ruins of Greek, Roman, Christian
and Muslim structures at the Citadel in Amman were juxtaposed against TV dishes on rooftops
of homes in the valleys and cell towers throughout the landscape while school boys played
soccer on the stones of antiquity.
Bible stories read in our youth and scenes
from history books came to life as only a
personal encounter with places, objects and
people that have been stored in our
imagination can produce. Surrounded by
undulating sandstone mountains, desert and
Bedouins eking out a living along the roadside
as we drove up the switchbacks to Mount
Nebo, we retreated into Biblical history.
Because of haze rising from the Dead Sea
below, we ¢ o udeda theé Promised Land
and wondered if Moses had the same exper-
ience. The Dead Sea, however, came alive
to us as we took a dip in the salty water that
supports no organisms, but whose minerals
produce a rejuvenating , spalike experience.
Looking across the Dead Sea
I n St. Georgeds Orthodox Church at Madaba we s
oldest maps of Bible lands in the world. We spent a day walking in Petra . Renowned for its
rock-cut architecture and water conduits, Petra, Biblically assigned to the Horites, is
associated with the Exodus. Its history as a settlement began in the 18 ™ dynasty of Egypt but
remained unknown to the west until 1812.
While at St. Catherine Monastery, we climbed Mt. Sinai on camels for two hours and then
hiked on foot the remaining 900 steps on an uneven stone path. This adventure took place
under a full mo o n, starting at 2: 00 aivenaswen Ne
witnessed the glorious sunrise from the summit on the first day of 2010 amid the clamor of
bells ringing at the small chapel on the top and the monastery below. The moon, still high in
the sky, and the sunds br i ghdusnlandssaper Enlike Mbsesdwea r u
may not have seen God face to face, but the gl



was breathtaking. The entire journey took us eight hours; how long, we wondered, did Moses
take to cli mb, and wihthosedtablkta atta lowen dltitudel! vWée alko
understood from the landscape why the Children of Israel were glad for manna as we saw
little green growth in the Sinai.

Catherine, we were awestruc k with the
idea that this could actually be the real
thing, that we were participating in a
religious pilgrimage that has continued for
over 15 centuries and were seeing a few of
the well -known icons preserved there,
realizing that the monastery library ha s the
second largest collection of early codices
and manuscripts in the world, outnumbered
only by the Vatican. It is quite a fortress;
our photo at left shows only one side.

- il i 4

St. Catherine Monastery against Mt. Sinai

In old Cairo we visited the synagogue of Ben Ezra, the hanging church (Coptic) and the crypt

believed to have housed Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus while they hid from Herod. The church

was preparing for the celebration of Christmas on the 7 ™ with festive balloons and C hristmas
decorations, reminding us of our own decorating during Advent.

In Egypt, the Giza pyramids and Sphinx, as well as the pyramids at Sakkara and the natural
pyramids in the Valley of the Kings and Queens in Luxor, stand today as vivid reminders of the
amount of time and history these lands have seen. The Egyptian hieroglyphics and wall
carvings in the temples and tombs of the kings, queens and nobles show a desire for an
afterlife. One carving depicts the heart removed after death and weighed by s  cales of justice.
If found to be light, then one proceeded to the afterlife; if heavy, then animals were waiting

to devour the dead. The cartouches on the walls of the tombs also indicate an interest in the
afterlife. An oval symbolizing heaven at the t op and a straight line at the bo ttom symbolizing

Standing by t he Oburnin

earthencircle t he personds name in hieroglyphics signif

In Cairo as well as the countryside in both countries, we saw beautiful mosques whose spires
reach heavenward as do our church steeples. We continued to be made aware of connections
in cultures as we looked from atop the citadel of Saladin at the vastness of a city larger than
New York City. Traffic f lowed unceasingly on major four -lane routes without traffic light s and
accidents, but with much horn blowing. In contrast, in the outlying villages people rode
donkeys pulling carts of produce, perhaps similar to ancient Biblical times. The apparel
changed from beauti ful cont empor ar yshauldasrto thes
traditional covering we expected to see in these cultures. This modest flowing clothing
covering the head and body might not be so different from the clothing worn by Mary and
Joseph. We dined on the Nile in Cairo and sailed at sunset o n the Nile in Luxor, trying to
envision baby Moses somewhere among the bulrushes in these verdant modern settings.

This brief adventure raised many historical and many theological questions. Thus, the journey
continues! We are glad that we said ye s to this enlightening, thought -provoking, exotic and
sometimes wild tour of Jordan and Egypt.

adc



March 2010

ST. MARY’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
104 LOUELLA AVENUE - WAYNE, PA 19087

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
9:00 Morning Prayer 8:00 Bible Study 9:00 Morning Prayer 9:00 Morning Prayer 9:00 Holy Eucharist
5:45 Evening Prayer 9:00 Morning Prayer 9530 Bible Study )
6:00 Supper 6:15 Cont P 12:15 Hol_y Euche}nst 5:15 Depart for Winter-
6:30 Lenten Program 8:00 A(X] emp. Frayer ?ig %g'?trghho." 5:30 Holy Eucharist Shelter
7:30 Stations of Cross ) ) u oI
Name Tag Sunday 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
7:45 Holy Eucharist 8:00 Bible Study 9:00 Morning Prayer 8:30 Breakfast
8:30 Parish Breakfast 9:00 Morning Prayer 9:00 Morning Prayer 9:30 Bible Study 9:00 Morning Prayer 9:00 Holy Eucharist 9:00 Lenten Quiet
9:15 Adult Education ) | hari Day
10:00 Holy Eucharist _ 12:15 Holy Eucharist 10:00 Noah’s Ark
10:00 Church School 5:45 Evening Prayer 12:45 Book Group Reopens!
11:30 Coffee Hour 6:00 Supper 6:15 Contemp. Prayer . .
12-2 CnC Class 6:30 Lenten Program | o'on Ay 5:30 Junior Choir 5:30 Holy Eucharist
5-7 Family Lenten Prog. 7:30 Stations of Cross ) 7:15 Adult Choir
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
7:45 Holy Eucharist 9:00 Morning Prayer 8:00 Bible Study 9:00 Morning Prayer . i
9:15 Adult Education 9:00 Morning Prayer 9:30 Bible Study 9:00 Morning Prayer 190'9000 FILOthI?Ui]&”St 10:00 Noah’s Ark
10:00 Holy Eucharist 10:00 Noah’s Ark . ’ oan’s
. : oah’s 12N Parish Luncheon
10:00 Church School 12:15 Holy Eucharist
11:30 Coffee Hour 5:45 Evening Prayer : y
11:30 Altar Guild 6:00 Suppel’ 6:15 Contemp. Prayer
12-2 CnC Class 6:30 Lenten Program 8:00 AA 5:30 Junior Choir 5:30 Holy Eucharist .
5-7 Youth Group 7:30 Stations of Cross 7:15 Adult Choir 6:15 Vestry 7:30 Country Dancing
21 22 23 | CHIMES DEADLINE 24 25 26 27

7:45 Holy Eucharist

9:15 Adult Education
10:00 Holy Eucharist
10:00 Church School
11:30 Coffee Hour

12-2 CnC Class

3:00 MLEC Concert

9:00 Morning Prayer

5:45 Evening Prayer
6:00 Supper

6:30 Lenten Program
7:30 Stations of Cross

8:00 Bible Study
9:00 Morning Prayer

6:15 Contemp. Prayer
8:00 AA

9:00 Morning Prayer
9:30 Bible Study
10:00 Noah’s Ark
12:15 Holy Eucharist

5:30 Junior Choir
7:15 Adult Choir

9:00 Morning Prayer

5:30 Holy Eucharist

9:00 Holy Eucharist
10:00 Noah’s Ark

10:00 Noah’s Ark

Palm Sunday March 28
7:45 Holy Eucharist
9:15 Adult Education

10:00 Holy Eucharist

10:00 Church School

11:30 Coffee Hour
5-7 Youth Group

29
9:00 Morning Prayer

5:45 Evening Prayer
6:00 Supper

6:30 Lenten Program
7:30 Stations of Cross

30
8:00 Bible Study
9:00 Morning Prayer

6:15 Contemp. Prayer
8:00 AA

31
9:00 Morning Prayer
9:30 Bible Study
10:00 Noah’s Ark
12:15 Holy Eucharist
5:30 Junior Choir
7:15 Adult Choir
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